
Thursday
No Crucifixion, No Resurrection
   Today’s Scripture  Mark 16

Mark’s last word of his writing is as powerful as his first. He has through 
his “immediate” writing shown a sense of urgency in learning of and 
following the life of Jesus. In this closing installment Mark points the 
reader to the resurrection, the announcement of the resurrection, the 
preaching of the resurrection, and the miracles which accompanied the 
preaching of the resurrection. Each message, each point, is critical, and 
with such brevity of words Mark reveals the voluminous emphasis each 
one deserves in the life of the follow of the Savior.  

Mark employs subtlety in a most effective manner. There’s the dread and 
agony of coming to this gravesite when you read the words, “Who will 
roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” (Mark 16:4). 
You hear the hopelessness in the followers of Jesus when the few words 
are recorded, “they did not believe them” (Mark 16:13). There’s also the 
emphasis placed in sending out the message of the resurrection and the 
power of transformation which comes through yielding to the Savior of 
all. It takes only a few words, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be 
saved” (Mark 16:16). 

Yet through the subtlety, there is the message of who this is done for 
and to whom all of this applies. When the young messenger of Mark 
16:5 declares the Lord has risen from the dead, he then sends them to 
tell others, but not before he delivered a message to one follower in 
particular, Peter. “But go, tell his disciples and Peter” is enough of an 
indicator to show the depth of the Lord’s love, and even in this message 
is contained the whole image of the gospel and the resurrection, the Lord 
came for all, for every heart, and the message is for each and every heart, 
especially the broken ones. 

Today, I will…Remember in prayer my Savior’s sacrifice and His 
unyielding love shown to me when He forgave my sins.
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