
Wednesday
When the End Comes
   Today’s Scripture  Mark 15

Cyrene was a port city, accustomed to receiving the merchants and 
traders from around and beyond the Mediterranean. The trading ships 
would carry with them not only merchandise, but messages from around 
their routes of travel. As word began to spread of the mighty works being 
done by some villager from the region of Galilee, many from the Jewish 
Community of the Greek colony would be particularly intrigued. Then 
one day the port was filled with the news that by a spoken word of this 
one they called Jesus, a man who once occupied a grave, came to life. 
Look among the crowd at the port of Cyrene, and you’ll see the face of 
Simon. 

The gospels mention the life of Simon of Cyrene as almost a footnote, 
but his place in the story of Jesus Christ is our place in the Master’s Story. 
Matthew says Simon was found (Matthew 27:32); Mark notes he was a 
father (Mark 15:21), and Luke implies he was forced (Luke 23:26). All 
three point to the form of his involvement as though it could have been 
us standing there watching. Simon served as an unsuspecting spectator 
in the story of Jesus, looking upon His life as a face in the crowd, not 
believing he is directly involved in the events he is witnessing. Little did 
he know, he would look upon the lamb who takes away the sins of the 
world and never be the same. 

For many of us, all of us really, we fail to see our part in the story of 
Jesus. We believe we can stand on the sideline and watch as He passes by 
but we do not not have to be directly impacted by His life. We foolishly 
believe whatever He has done by His work of the cross, He has done for 
another, not for us. But Simon was compelled, he was drawn into the life 
and journey of Jesus. Will you be equally compelled?  

Today, I will…See the journey of my Lord to Golgotha was made for my 
sake, not His. 
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