
Thursday
Where Are You at the Parade?
   Today’s Scripture  Mark 11:1-11

Who does not love a parade? Parades are a time of celebration. Bands 
play, confetti and streamers are thrown, girls toss batons, and celebrities 
ride in convertible cars. Parades are a time of great excitement. In Mark 
11:1-10, we read about a parade being held for Jesus. Hordes of people 
were present. “Many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread 
leafy branches that they had cut from the fields (v. 8).” With throngs of 
people leading and following Jesus, our Lord enters Jerusalem to shouts 
of, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed 
is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 
(11:9-10) 

Picture the scene. People crowding the streets, climbing trees, just 
to catch a glimpse of the Messiah. Children sitting on their father’s 
shoulders. The shouts of “Hosanna!” ringing in the distance, but growing 
louder as the parade inched closer and closer. What the people saw that 
day was the savior of the world riding on the back of a donkey. How 
appropriate that the humble Son of God who came into this world with 
nowhere to lay his head but in a feed trough was now making his way to 
the cross, not on a massive white stallion, but on a little beast of burden. 

The on-lookers were a diverse group. There were those who were curious, 
those who were contemptuous, and those who were captivated. Dotted 
among the throng were those who hoped for a brighter tomorrow. They 
were the poor and outcast. Some, no doubt, had been healed by Jesus. 
Some had felt his warmth and compassion. Society wanted nothing to 
do with them, but they found a friend in Jesus. They led the way. They 
shouted the loudest. They rolled out the red carpet, so to speak, as they 
threw down their cloaks. To them, Jesus was one of them. 

Where are you at the parade? Are you a curious on-looker? Are you a 
captivated observer? Hopefully, you are not a contemptuous spectator. 
Are you leading the procession? May we all be out in front shouting 
“Hosanna, Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” And may 
we all be following his lead daily. 

Today, I will...be more deliberate to show and tell what Jesus has done 
for me.
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