
Thursday
The Shepherd
   Today’s Scripture  Mark 6:33-52

When reading any book of the Bible, it is important to see how the stories 
shape and build upon one another. In Mark 4:35-41, Jesus calms a storm 
on the Sea of Galilee and His disciples’ ask, “Who then is this, that even 
the wind and the sea obey Him?” While the answer is not given, the 
Psalms teach this to be a divine act accomplished only by the LORD 
(Psalm 65:7; 89:9; 107:23-29). Jesus is the LORD who calms the seas.

Jumping to Mark 6:33-44, Jesus stands on the sea shore watching 
large crowds of followers. He feels compassion “because they were like 
sheep without a shepherd” (6:34). With only five loaves and two fish, 
Jesus commands them to sit “on the green grass” before miraculously 
preparing a meal that satisfies 5,000 men. 

Think for a moment about a Shepherd on a sea shore telling His sheep 
to sit down on the “green” grass while he prepares a meal for them. This 
story offers a subtle picture of Psalm 23 with Jesus as the shepherding 
LORD.

Immediately following this, the disciples get back on a boat in the Sea 
of Galilee. Again a storm arises, but this time they are alone. Jesus is not 
in the boat. Instead He walks out to them on the water. They become 
terrified and mistake Him for a ghost (6:49), yet Jesus says, “Take heart; 
it is I. Do not be afraid” (6:50). Entering the boat, He calms the wind and 
sea (a second time), but the disciples are “utterly astounded, for they did 
not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened” (6:52). 

Their hardened hearts caused them to miss Jesus’ true identity. They 
forgot to trust. There was a message in the loaves (see Mark 8:1-9) 
that they should have been learning (Mark 8:14-21). They should have 
learned that Jesus was their providing Shepherd and LORD. Instead, they 
feared because they didn’t recognize the LORD was with them (Psalm 
23:4).

Today, I will...take comfort and trust in Jesus as my LORD and Shepherd. 
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