
Wednesday
Faith and Healing
   Today’s Scripture  Mark 5:21-43

One of Mark’s most interesting writing techniques is to tell a story 
within a story, a narrative “sandwich.” Mark often begins a story, breaks 
into a seemingly unrelated story, then finishes the original story. Upon 
reflection, connections between the two stories will begin to materialize 
(see Mark 3:20-35; 4:1-25; Mark 11:12-21). Mark 5:21-43 is one of these 
sandwiches.

How do these stories connect?

-Both females are nameless and known as “daughter” (Mark 5:23, 34).
-Both stories have one falling before Jesus (Mark 5:22, 33).
-Both stories have Jesus being misunderstood (Mark 5:31, 40).
-Both stories have a mixture of fear and faith (Mark 5:33-34, 36).
-Both healings happen “immediately” (Mark 5:29, 42).
-Both stories mention “12 years” (Mark 5:25, 42).
-Both stories have a problem only Jesus can solve.

The two interrelated stores begin with a man in desperate need falling 
down before Jesus. His little daughter is hopelessly ill and he begs Jesus 
to come and heal her. He agrees. 

Along the way, they press through the crowds and of the many hands 
touching Jesus, one belongs to a woman in need. She’s had a twelve year 
incurable flow of blood, making her unclean. She is excluded from the 
temple and ordinary Israelite life (Leviticus 15:19-30). Rather than ask 
Jesus for help, she believes that if she simply touches Him as He passes, 
she will be healed. She was correct. As Jesus speaks to her and commends 
her faith, the first story continues.

The girl died while Jesus was healing the woman. Rather than give up, 
Jesus goes to the house anyway. He finds the lifeless girl and raises her 
back to life. By the way, she was twelve years old, as old as the woman’s 
flow of blood. 

Deep faith saturates these stories, driving those in need to fall before 
Jesus. A desperate woman and a desperate father are comforted by Him. 
In times of desperation, throwing yourself in faith before Jesus is always 
the best solution.

Today, I will...fall before Jesus with the problems only He can solve. 
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