
Tuesday
Good Soil
   Today’s Scripture  Mark 4:1-34

Mark four introduces us to Jesus’ parables and begins with a peculiar 
description of the setting; teaching the massive crowds Jesus enters a 
boat to speak, but the crowds remain “on the land” to listen (4:1). The 
word “land” is the same Greek word as “ground,” “earth,” or “soil” and 
is noteworthy because it will be repeated throughout this chapter. Jesus 
gives three parables that deal with “seed” falling “on the soil” (4:8, 20, 
26, 31). That the crowds are standing “on the soil” (the exact same phrase 
in Greek) places them directly into the application of Jesus’ parables. 
When Jesus delivers His Word to those standing on the soil, it is the 
actualization of the sower scattering seed on the soil.  

Throughout this chapter, Jesus periodically explains why He teaches in 
parables. At this point in Jesus’ ministry the parables are mysterious, 
hidden, secretive, and the explanations are private (4:11, 22, 33). Their 
purpose is not yet to bring about clear understanding or mass repentance 
(4:12), but to call honest listeners; to find good soil. They will not be 
hidden forever, for “nothing is hidden, except to be revealed” (4:21). 
Jesus privately explains the meaning of the parables to His disciples 
(Mark 4:33-34), but the time will come when they will publicly reveal 
these mysteries of the kingdom.

This is why it is imperative to be a good listener and to receive sincerely 
the Word of God. Those standing “on the soil” (4:1) must ensure that they 
are standing on the figurative “good soil.” When the Word is received on 
the good soil, it produces great things (4:20). We don’t always know 
how, as is the point of the second parable (4:26-29), but produce it 
will. In fact, it produces far greater things than one might expect at first 
glance, like the parable of the mustard seed (4:30-34). But it must be 
received openly and honestly, on good soil.

Today, I will…listen with honesty and sincerity to the Word of Jesus, I 
will receive it like good soil.
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