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Friday
Invited to Follow Him
   Today’s Scripture  Mark 2:13-17

Being the recipient of an invitation can produce emotions ranging from 
complete dejection to delirious excitement. An invitation to appear 
in court or an invite to meet with an IRS Agent might cause fear or 
trepidation. An invitation to wedding or to a big event can produce 
feelings of great joy.

For those who first heard the words, “Follow me,” from Jesus, they must 
have been over the moon with excitement. After all, many of them had 
heard Him teach, they had witnessed miracles that he performed, and 
they had seen His great compassion in dealing with the hurting. Perhaps, 
they were shocked, surprised that One such as this Man would invite 
someone like them to be a part of His inner crowd.

“Follow Me.” What does it mean? What is involved in following the Savior 
of the world? It means we will learn. “Follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” It requires that deny ourselves. “If anyone would come 
after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me.” (Luke 
9:23)

 It could result in our having to change or end some earthly relationships. 
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife 
and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be 
my disciple.” (Luke 14:26)

Following Jesus means we will put Him and His Kingdom first (Matthew 
6:33). It means we will love Him with all that we are and all that we have 
(Matthew 22:37). Following the Savior will bring about loving obedience 
(John 14:15). 

The best news of all: This invitation was not just for people who were 
contemporaries of Jesus. It is an invitation open to all men of every age. 
And when we accept this greatest of all invitations our lives will never be 
the same!

Today I will…Express my gratitude to the Lord for His wonderful 
invitation and I will share this invitation with everyone I possibly can.


