
Tuesday
Don’t Quit in the Fourth Quarter
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 27:3-5

Where do you begin if you want to write something from this chapter? 

Pick a sentence, any sentence, volumes have been written on it already. 
Emotions spill forth from each word. 

“Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he 
changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and the elders, saying, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent 
blood.’ They said, ‘What is that to us? See to it yourself.’ And throwing 
down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and 
hanged himself” (Matthew 27:3-5). 

With all that’s going on around The Savior, some might wonder why I 
would choose to write our thought about “this man.” Take your mind 
back before the betrayal for a moment. Judas was part of the most 
exclusive club of all time, hand-picked by the Lord, had a front-row pass 
to the most amazing teachings of all time, and got back-stage passes to 
see the Son of God do the impossible day in and day out for three years. 
He became a significant leader among this small band of the ultimate 
insiders—the treasurer. I imagine if we did not know what we know, it 
might be hard for us to say there was a more significant apostle. 

There’s the strongest warning for any of us who would say “not I”—
He said it too (26:35). Any of us can be drawn away (James 1:14-15; 
Galatians 6:2). Beware, a life-well lived can go off track even at the 
end. If you still have life you still have something to give to God and to 
encourage others. Don’t quit in the fourth quarter of life.

Today I will…evaluate the influences I am allowing into my life and the 
current direction of my life. 
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