
Thursday
What John Saw and Heard
   Today’s Scripture  Revelation 21

Breaking down Revelation 21:1-8 exegetically, we observe what John saw 
and what John heard. First is what he sees. He sees a new heaven and 
new earth, a thrilling sight first described in Isaiah, promised by Peter 
in 2 Peter 3, and seen now by John in the context of unending reward 
here in verse one. It is different from the present heaven and earth (2 
Peter 3:10-11). He also sees the holy city coming down out of heaven 
from God, having been made ready (2,10ff; cf. John 14:1-3). Second is 
what John hears. From a booming voice from the throne, John hears a 
six-fold promise. There is a promise of relationship (vs. 3), relief (vs. 4), 
renewal (vs. 5), refreshing (vs. 6), residence (vs. 7), and refuge (vs. 8). 
For a beleaguered, persecuted people, this hope and promise had to be 
the spiritual salve they so needed in order to keep going.

How often do you think about the promise of heaven? While John uses 
highly figurative language to describe it, decorated with jewels and 
precious metals, it is encased in the “glory” of God (vss. 11, 23-24, 26). 
The God that has led and protected us in this life will dwell among us 
in the place He will have made ready for us. Living here in the Rocky 
Mountains, I never cease to marvel at the beauty on this earth. I have 
seen it looking down from Mount Arbel at the Sea of Galilee in Israel, at 
the fertile steppes of eastern Ukraine, gazing at the Pacific Ocean from 
Mount Maunganui in New Zealand, and drinking in the amazing views of 
the Ngorogoro Crater in Tanzania. God made a beautiful world for us to 
enjoy in the brief, tumultuous existence on earth (Job 14:1). What He is 
preparing is infinitely greater!

As I see what John saw and hear what John heard, I am anxious to 
experience the reality of heaven!

Today, I will…start thinking more about heaven and worry less about 
the things of this world!
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