
Wednesday
The Thrown and the Throne
   Today’s Scripture  Revelation 20

A dramatic shift occurs between Revelation 20:6-7. John turns from the 
present, where he referenced the ultimate fall of the Roman Empire and 
spiritual preservation of first-century Christians (Revelation 1:1-3) to 
what takes place after this (1:19; 4:1). 

In verses one through six, we see martyred souls awaiting Christ’s 
vengeance on the wicked. In verse seven through the end of the book, we 
get a glimpse of the end of all things. Two words can describe the end—
“thrown” and “throne.” Satan and his followers will be “thrown” into the 
lake of eternal, punishing fire (vs. 10), Death and Hades are thrown in the 
lake of fire (vs. 14), and anyone not found in the book of life is thrown 
there, too (vs. 15). This is the fate John wrote to warn everyone to avoid. 

Contrast this with the “great white throne” (vs. 11). Coupled with the 
concept of Christ reigning in the first part of the chapter, it seems 
clear that it is Jesus who occupies this throne of judgment. It will be a 
terrifying day for the unprepared, but judgment serves to vindicate as 
well as indict. The sentence for the acquitted is, “Blessed and holy is the 
one who has a part in the first resurrection” (vs. 6). 

As we struggle with meeting earthly obligations, carry various burdens 
of responsibility, guilt, and pain, and as sin “clings so closely” (Hebrews 
12:1), we cannot forget how this ends! John is about to end his book with 
a bang, but leading up to that he puts the focus on the book of life along 
with the other books. If I can keep my focus on the victory, I will enjoy 
something more spectacular than I can imagine. Here it is: “The one who 
conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name 
out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his 
angels!” (Revelation 3:5)

Today, I won’t…be thrown by life; I’ll focus on the throne of life! 
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