
Monday
Bye, Bye Babylon
   Today’s Scripture  Revelation 18

Babylon once stood as the center of the world, conquerors of all people 
including God’s chosen ones. While God used them as His instrument to 
correct His children, they were a wicked nation that would eventually be 
overtaken by the Medes and Persians (Daniel 6:30). John uses Babylon, a 
powerful but wicked people, to describe Rome. In New Testament times, 
they, like Babylon before them, ruled the world but were destined for the 
same end. In Revelation 18, an angel reveals the coming downfall of the 
Roman Empire. Judgment language is found throughout.

Rome was guilty of evil (Revelation 18:2), idolatry (vs. 2), bad influence 
(vs. 3), immorality (vss. 3,9), sensuality (vss. 3,7,9), and sin (vss. 4-5). 
Thus, the angel warns that “in a single hour your judgment has come” 
(vs. 10). God warns foreign merchants and seafarers away from her, and 
warns citizens within her of the empire’s ominous end.

Meanwhile, numbered among the inhabitants of the empire were God’s 
people. His simple message for Christians was, “Come out of her, my 
people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues…” (vs. 
4). The church was not the nation. It was found within its boundaries, 
but God wanted it distinct. In fact, God was acting on behalf of His people 
who had suffered at her hands (vs. 24).

What a balancing act we find ourselves faced with today, especially those 
of us living in the United States. We hope and pray for our leaders to seek 
God’s will, for her wealthiest and most powerful citizens to fear Him. 
While we hold out that hope and seek to share this hope with our society, 
we still hear God’s clear call to us to not conform to this world (Romans 
12:2). Instead, we are to “go out from their midst” in the sense of living 
spiritually sanctified lives (2 Corinthians 6:17).

Today, I will…remember that the holy God has called me to be holy in 
all my conduct (1 Peter 1:15), hoping to show someone the better hope 
that’s available.
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