
Thursday
The Battlefield
   Today’s Scripture  Revelation 16:16

Shiloh national battlefield is 30 miles from my house. A Civil War battle 
was fought there on April 6-7, 1862 resulting in 2,300 casualties. It is 
now a national park with thousands of visitors each year. When you say 
the word “Shiloh” in west Tennessee, the first thought for most people is 
“battlefield.” The same would be true of Gettysburg, Mannasses, or Fort 
Sumter. 

Revelation 16:16 represents another of the well-known verses in the 
book of Revelation. Countless words have been spoken and written in 
an attempt to explain it. Some translations use the word “Armageddon” 
here but “Har-Magedon” is the best spelling. We do not know where this 
place is. Some believe that it is referring to the valley between Mount 
Megiddo and Mount Carmel in north-central Israel. It was known in the 
ancient world as a great battlefield. Many such battles are recorded in 
Scripture. This is the place where...
...Deborah and Barak defeat Canaanites,
...Gideon defeats Midianites,
...Saul defeated by Philistines,
...King Ahaziah died from Jehu’s arrows,
...Josiah is killed by Pharaoh Necho.

Remember that book written in symbols and symbolic language. The 
battle referred to is not a literal battle. The armies described cannot fit 
in the literal valley near Megiddo. Jesus is using it to symbolize the great 
victory he will have over the Dragon and all his foot soldiers, the enemies 
of God’s people. The primary focus of Revelation is on Jesus victory over 
the Roman Empire and the force behind the Roman Empire, Satan. The 
battle in Revelation was not much of a battle. The victory was swift and 
complete. 

We need to remember that we are in a great battle. Paul said, “Put on 
the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes 
of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:11-12).  

Today, I will…remember that the battle belongs to the Lord.
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