
Tuesday
Fallen Is Babylon the Great!
   Today’s Scripture  Revelation 14:6-8

We were introduced to the Sea Beast and Land Beasts in Revelation 13. 
Both serve Satan (the Dragon). The Sea Beast is the Roman Empire and 
the Land Beast likely refers to Roman religion, which “makes the earth 
and its inhabitants worship the first beast” (13:12). We meet another of 
Satan’s minions in Revelation 14: Babylon the Great (cf. also Revelation 
17, 18). The city of Babylon represented one of the great empires that had 
tormented the people of Israel. Babylon had invaded Judea on multiple 
occasions and carried the children into captivity. Many of these captives 
were held in the capital city of Babylon itself. The name “Babylon” became 
a symbolic name. In Jewish literature, it was used (along with “Edom”) 
as a code word for the city of Rome (cf. IVP New Testament Background 
Commentary). This is likely how John uses it here in Revelation 14. 

Many early Christians, who read Revelation shortly after it was written, 
would been facing persecution for their faith at the hands of the Roman 
Empire. The city of Rome itself represented the eye of this terrible 
storm. Rome was also a source of great immorality as she “made all the 
nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality” (14:8). 
Many Christians died in this evil city. Others faced the most horrible of 
tortures. Think of what it would have meant to the early Christians who 
read this letter when they first saw or heard, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon 
the Great!” W.B West, a great teacher of the book of Revelation, would 
tell his students, “Look at the book of Revelation through first century 
glasses.” We often consume ourselves with what this book might reveal 
about our future but spend too little time considering the impact it would 
have on those who first read it. For them, it was a message of hope. The 
great city of Rome, the source of so much pain, would fall!  

Today, I will…picture the day when the forces of evil have fallen. 
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