
Tuesday
It Pays To Know Your Enemy
   Today’s Scripture  Revelation 9:1-6

When Elizabeth Kalhammer answered an ad in a newspaper during the 
early days of World War II, she did not realize until later for whom she 
would be working. She was hired as a maid at the Berghoff retreat of 
none other than Adolf Hitler. Since his hideaway was nestled deep in the 
Bavarian Alps, Mrs. Kahlhammer did not realize the impact the fiendish 
fuhrer had inflicted upon the world until after the war ended. For many 
years she refused to even talk about the job because she was so ashamed 
she had been an employee of Hitler.

When Satan slithered into Eden he came as an intruder. This earth was 
made for man, not for the Devil. He is a powerful being, even though his 
power is limited. He is the one who is responsible for the entrance of sin 
into this world and its accompanying sorrow. 

It pays to know your enemy which is the Devil (1 Peter 5:8). In Revelation 
9, he is described as one who has been “given the key to the shaft of 
the bottomless pit” (vs. 1). Evil exists in our world and concurrently with 
it pain and suffering. Sin’s impairment is likened unto the sting of a 
scorpion. Paul says, “The sting of death is sin” (1 Corinthians 15:56). 

How does the wicked one sting today? Many are brought under his control 
through addiction, apathy, adversity, arrogance, and anxiety. Their lives 
are miserable and are often cut short. While death may seem like the 
best alternative, it is not. In the 1951 musical “Showboat,” deckhand 
“ol Joe,” played by the great baritone singer William Warfield, sang the 
classic “Old Man River.” Among the lyrics are as follows, “I’m tired of 
livin’ and scared of dyin’.” That may well describe most people in our 
world today. Sadly, many know something is not right with their lives, 
but they have never considered the source of the problem.

Today, I will…keep my eyes on my enemy but cling to my God.
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