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Friday
I Want to Be Ready!
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 25

If you have ever been on the hosting end of a large function, such as 
a benefit dinner, a wedding, or even a large birthday party, you know 
how much preparation goes into such an event. Weeks, perhaps even 
months, of planning, purchasing, arranging, decorating, and stressing. It 
feels like everything will never be ready, then when the time comes, it is 
all over in a flash. You enjoy the satisfaction of the moment, but part of 
you wonders where the time went, and what might have been if you had 
made better use of it.

In Matthew 25, Jesus gives a parable encouraging His disciples to be 
watchful, ready, and prepared, another parable depicting faithfulness, 
productivity, (and readiness), and finally a judgment scene. In each of 
the narratives there were those who were ready and those who were not. 
You feel the joy of those who were accepted and praised if you know 
the satisfaction of having done a job well; you feel the pain of those 
who were kept out and condemned if you have ever experienced the 
disappointment of having come up short. And if you know those joys and 
pains, you know with certainty the need for preparation.

As you read this chapter, you undoubtedly are telling yourself, I want 
to be ready! I want to be able to know I have used my time wisely in 
preparing for the greatest event the world will ever know. I don’t want 
to be left standing there scratching my head wondering where I went 
wrong. I don’t want to be arguing with the Great Judge of All saying, “But 
I did,” only to hear Him say, “No, you didn’t.” I want to hear Him say, 
“Come, inherit the kingdom” (verse 34).

What will make the difference in your eternity? An attitude of “that 
ought to be good enough” may be sufficient for a birthday party, but 
what do you need to make your entrance into eternity “richly provided” 
(2 Peter 1:11)?

Today I will...make preparation by using the blessing of time and 
resources my Lord has provided to accomplish His will. I will tell myself, 
“I want to be ready!” and then I will make it so.


