
Thursday
This Land Is Your Land?
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 24

Chances are the day will come when the United States of America ceases 
to exist. That is not a prophecy, or a statement of doom and gloom, but 
a simple acknowledgment of the significance of history. To think of the 
dissolution of one’s homeland from an academic and historical viewpoint 
is one thing, but to witness its destruction would be something else 
entirely. What if you knew the details of its pending end? What if you 
had instructions for what to do when it happened to protect yourself and 
your family? Without doubt you would be ready.

Much of Matthew 24 deals with the prophecy Jesus gave of the 
destruction of the city of Jerusalem (verses 1-35). He told His disciples 
in detail what was going to happen and gave them the signs of when it 
would occur. To have heard those words must have been heartbreaking 
to the faithful! The city they loved and the temple they adored was going 
to be horrifically razed with much loss of property and life. Yet thanks to 
the words of Jesus they would be prepared. Emotional trauma aside, they 
were going to be all right. Despite the tremendous bloodshed, history 
reports that not a single Christian lost their life in A.D. 70 when the city 
was leveled by Titus because they had heeded the words of Jesus and fled 
to safety.

What if Jesus told you that not only will your homeland would be 
destroyed, but the entire planet you live on will meet an end? Much 
like the destruction of Jerusalem, all that has been accomplished in all 
its existence will be lost, and no life will be spared. Its destruction will 
be total and complete, burnt up and dissolved, never to be resurrected, 
rebuilt, or restored (2 Peter 3:10).

Today I will…appreciate the eternal life I have been given in Jesus that 
will transcend the life I now know, and will give heed to the warnings He 
has given.
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