
Wednesday
Woe. Whoa.
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 23

You know the people who are so over-the-top competitive that no one 
wants to play anything with them? You know the ones. Every family, 
church, youth group, and workplace has them. The ones who are never 
wrong, have an excuse for every perceived failure, and have never, ever 
admitted a mistake or a loss. Sure, you know them (Or maybe you are one 
of them?). They are great people to be around until that moment when 
the competition gene kicks in; but if you ever best them at anything, 
you better watch out. Please don’t misunderstand. No one likes to lose, 
no one likes to be wrong, and no one likes their failures displayed to the 
public, but some simply do not know how to lose gracefully.

Matthew 23 is a hard chapter because Jesus shreds the scribes and 
Pharisees. He pronounced seven woes upon them for their behavior and 
their attitudes, and He did so publicly and forcefully. While it wasn’t 
exactly a situation where there was a winner and a loser, the scribes and 
Pharisees were humiliated by Jesus’ righteous allegations. They were not 
going to take it lightly; as a matter of fact, this event added fuel to the 
fire which led to them putting Jesus to death. It can be hard to read these 
woes against the attitudes and actions of the Jewish leaders because you 
know where this is going.

But what really makes Matthew 23 a hard chapter is when you look at 
those woes and compare them to your own life. Having one’s hypocrisy 
pointed out in glaring fashion is hard to take. A careful, contextual look 
at Matthew 23 is likely going to step on at least one toe, and maybe an 
entire foot. How will you respond? Will you lash out, make excuses to the 
Lord for your failures, or perhaps even refuse to admit defeat? Or can you 
gracefully accept the potential chastening of the words of Jesus?

Today I will…not be a hypocrite, but will serve the Lord without excuse 
and without argument, putting His interests before my own. 
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