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Friday
God Knows His Own
   Today’s Scripture  Revelation 7:1-17

The seventh chapter of Revelation has caused much confusion and 
been the victim of terrible misinterpretation. In actuality, it is a very 
comforting passage giving great insight into our God who is described by 
John in another letter as “love” (1 John 4:8).

Some religions use the “144,000” to try to claim that the “inner sanctum” 
of heaven is full. Revelation is designed to hide the truth from the 
enemies of God (in the first century this was Rome), and to reveal the 
truth to God’s people. Numbers as code for various concepts was known 
to the Hebrew people, and was passed down to the church by means of 
Jewish Christians. The 144,000 is simply a multiple of 12 and 10 thus 
meaning numerous and complete. There are clear signs that this is not 
literal as there is no tribe of Dan or Ephraim listed, and Joseph never had 
a tribe. Joseph’s two sons Ephraim and Manasseh were given a tribe. God 
wanted us to know that this is not a literal number, but a symbol for the 
large number who will be in heaven.

Another proof of the figurative nature of this number is that following 
this section (7:1-8) John is shown that these are not the only ones in 
heaven. There is another group in heaven that “no one could number…
”(vs. 9). This conclusively proves that the 144,000 are not the only ones 
in heaven.

The real bottom line of this chapter is that God knows all those who have 
suffered for Him. These had come out of the “great tribulation” (vs. 14) 
and have had their robes washed white in the blood of the Lamb.

God knows us. This is one of the greatest truths in scripture. Through 
Jesus, He also understands us and forgives us (John 1:14; Hebrews 4:15-
16). This is the embodiment of grace, and our hope to be a part of God’s 
innumerable heavenly family.

Today, I will…read Psalm 139 along with this chapter to strengthen my 
confidence in God knowing who I am.


