
Monday
Hot and Cold Churches
   Today’s Scripture  Revelation 3:1-22

Have you ever attended a congregation that totally impressed you? Have 
you visited some that repulsed you by their coldness? Most of us have. 
Jesus knew churches like this, and spoke to seven of them. Among these 
seven churches were two that were on fire for the Lord, and five that He 
threatened.

The church in Sardis was asleep. Jesus calls them “dead” (Revelation 3:1). 
The church in Philadelphia had only a “little power.” Christ used that 
power to send them through an “open door”(3:8) of opportunity that He 
was confident they would seize. The church in Laodicea was like so many 
churches today who rest on their past, and no longer do much. They had 
become lukewarm and repulsive to the Lord (3:16).

When we observe some of these symptoms in our own congregations 
(both good and evil) we need to point them out. We also need to 
encourage progress in our ministries, and become part of the cure for 
either dead works or ministries half-done. We do not want to be like the 
generation that followed Joshua, who did what was right in their own 
eyes and did not finish the conquest (Judges 1-2:10).  

We built an addition onto our house when I was a teenager. My dad used 
the lumber out of an old house we dismantled, and used the good stuff 
in the construction. When my parents decided to sell the house many 
decades later, the inspector asked my father who built the addition. My 
dad told him he and his sons did it, and he remarked, “This is the most 
overbuilt place I have ever seen. Everything is above code.” Isn’t this the 
way we should be in the work of the Lord. Sardis and Laodicea were dead 
and dying when it came to the Lord’s work. Only Philadelphia was on fire 
for the Lord. We must make sure that we are on fire every day!

Today, I will…examine my heart (2 Corinthians13:5), and make sure I 
am really on fire for the Lord. 

290


