
Wednesday
Gifts
   Today’s Scripture  2 Peter 1:1-8

Peter lets us know what God is doing for us. He says that God has given 
us all things that pertain to life and godliness. If we need it, He has 
provided it. We don’t need to go anywhere else.

He has also given us precious and very great promises. God promises us 
we can partake of His divine nature. We are being offered the opportunity 
to become like God. 

He then promises us that we can escape the corruption that is in the 
world. Sin is dirty. When we sin we become dirty. No soap we can make 
will clean us. But God promises us to clean us and protect us from the 
contamination of sin. And He will sanctify us to be like Him. These are 
wonderful gifts of grace that God offers.

Then Peter tells us what we must do. This list, in verses 5-7 are called 
the Christian graces or the building blocks of a Christian life. 

The Beatitudes, in Matthew 5 are arranged in a similar way. Think of a 
staircase. One step is supporting the one above which supports the one 
above it. They are in a proper order. If you haven’t taken the first step, 
you cannot get to the next step. Our Christian life starts with faith and 
only then will we move up. We all want to be the godly brother who is full 
of love. But before you can be that person, you have to tackle knowledge 
and self-control.

We are grateful that God has presented this task in steps. We should 
develop the habit of saying “What is the next step?” Maybe the next step 
is faith. Without it, we cannot please God. So, we hear the word of God; 
think about it until we believe, then we are ready for virtue. There will be 
no real virtue without faith. 

He promises us that if we do this, we will never be ineffective and 
unfruitful. 

Today, I will…begin the practice of asking “What is the next step?” 
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