
Monday
Good From Suffering?
   Today’s Scripture  1 Peter 4:1-19

What possible good could come from suffering? How in the world can I 
face suffering with joy? (1 Peter 4:13).

Most of what we know about suffering we learned from the world. 
Namely, suffering hurts and should be avoided. But in this chapter, Peter 
tells me some things about suffering that makes it possible to survive; 
even thrive.

He teaches me that when I cease to sin, it will hurt (Vs. 1). Sin hurts 
us when we do it and it hurts us when we stop. The claws of satan are 
in so deep that tearing free is painful. The pain of repentance always 
accompanies the joy of salvation. Sometimes there is painful retaliation 
from those in darkness (Vs. 4). I must always remember the end is near 
(Vs. 7). Judgment is coming. 

These are serious times. We have a lot to do, so limp if you need to and 
crawl if you must. But above all, be faithful. There is judgment ahead, 
but there is also glory ahead. Remember, this is my opportunity to glorify 
God (Vs. 11). It all began with God and it ends with God. 

Peter tells me not to be surprised (Vs. 12). It will probably get worse. This 
test is necessary and should not surprise us. Jesus suffered and when we 
suffer in His name, we have fellowship with Him (Vs. 13). This is where 
we are refined and made into His image. 

Peter also tells us not all suffering is noble (Vs. 15). There is no glory 
when we suffer because of our sin. But when we suffer as a Christian, 
well, “that will be glory, glory for me.”

One last thought. When we suffer as Christians, we are in the hands of 
God. God has all power and God is also faithful. He will not let us down.

Today, I will…put myself into the hands of God. I will submit myself 
to whatever He has for me. I want to have fellowship with Jesus and to 
become like Him.
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