
Tuesday
Wait For It!
   Today’s Scripture  James 5:7-11

As a rule, people hate to wait on anything. Sometimes it seems stoplights 
are installed at the most inconvenient locations just to test our patience. 
And who has not gone to the doctor at the appointed time only to wait 
for an hour before the doctor can see you? We buy microwave ovens 
because we want our food in seconds instead of hours. And who takes 
the time to write a letter, and mail it and wait a week or more for a reply 
when you can send a text message and receive a reply within seconds? 
We hate to wait...on anything. 

And now, we find ourselves waiting on the Lord to return. And He seems 
to be taking His own sweet time. When we look at our world today and 
witness the blatant disregard for God and righteousness, we may be 
asking ourselves…what is He waiting for?

Members of the early church were actually expecting the Lord to return 
in their generation. But James tells them they must have patience. He 
reminds them of the farmer who must wait for the harvest. In that time 
of waiting necessary things are happening, the early and late rains must 
fall. 

And he reminds them of the patience of the prophets and of the 
steadfastness of Job. And then he writes, “…and you have seen the 
purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful” (James 
5:11). You see, actually, the Lord is waiting too. He is waiting for people 
to turn and come to Him. 

It becomes hard to wait when things do not happen according to our 
schedules. We get frustrated and we grumble. James encourages, “You 
also, be patient.” As believers, we live in that ‘in-between’ time. The Lord 
has returned to the Father, and we wait for His return. We wait patiently 
therefore, knowing, necessary things are happening. 

Today, I will…let my faith shine, not in glorious deeds done, but in 
my patience with others and with myself, as my God works all things 
together according to His purpose.
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