
Monday
Father, Hold Me Close
   Today’s Scripture  James 4:1-10

Have you ever been overwhelmed? Sometimes we are overwhelmed 
because of all the things the world is throwing at us. But then there are 
other times when the reason we are feeling overwhelmed is because of 
the choices we have made. 

It is so easy to get caught up in the current of life today. Our culture 
is so effective in putting opportunities in front of us. Some of those 
opportunities are wonderful blessings, but then there are others that 
although they might appear to be something positive, they actually prove 
to be harmful to us, and they take us away from our Heavenly Father. 

When that happens we start making poor choices and we become 
someone we do not want to be. We turn our focus inward, and we start 
feeding our selfish appetites. We begin to look at other people as a 
hindrance, an obstacle to overcome, even as an enemy. James would say, 
we are friends of the world. 

It is good to have friends, but we have to be careful with that relationship. 
Friendship suggests agreement, fellowship, respect, and loyalty. We have 
to be careful because friends have an influence on us. That is why Paul 
wrote, “Bad company ruins good morals” in 1 Corinthians 15:33. Our 
selfish culture can have a devastating influence on us. And if we become 
friends with the world, James tells us we make ourselves “an enemy of 
God” (James 4:4). 

In the depths of our hearts, that is not what we want. We get so busy. 
We get so involved in the day to day aspects of life, it is easy to lose our 
way. James offers us a way back. He wrote, “Submit yourselves therefore 
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will 
draw near to you.” (James 4:7-8)

Today, I will…look for opportunities my Heavenly Father has provided 
to be compassionate and loving. Please Father...hold me close.
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