
Thursday
Love, Love, Love
   Today’s Scripture  James 2

God calls us to stand out in such a way that we are different from the 
world (John 17). One of the greatest challenges that we face is that there 
is very little difference between those who claim Jesus is their Savior, and 
those who give their allegiance to this world. God calls for difference. 

Is it any wonder that we are called to be the “lights of the world” (Matthew 
5:14). Peter says “But we are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, Gods special possession, that you may declare the praises of Him 
who called you out of darkness and into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 
1:9). We are to be different. The question is: how? How can we be in the 
world but not of the world? How can we be light in a place filled with 
darkness? How can we be holy, special, royal and priestly? The answer is 
always the same.

In Matthew 22 a lawyer comes to Jesus and asks Him, “what is the great 
commandment in the Law?” Jesus replies with the answer to all of our 
questions about difference. Jesus tells us how to be light in darkness. 
Here, Jesus tells us how to be royal and holy. In this answer Jesus even 
explains how people can distinguish between Christians and non-
Christians, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, 
for this is the first and greatest commandment and the second is Love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-38; c.f. James 2:8). That’s it. 
Love. Love God. Love people. Love Love LOVE! 

When you love you don’t show partially toward people. You don’t see 
rich-poor, black-white, male-female, you see a soul who needs the 
love of Jesus (James 2:1-13). When you love you don’t try to justify sin 
and test God, you do everything you can to live under the law even in 
imperfection. When you love, you don’t try to claim and then ignore 
the opportunities and gifts God has granted you. You, by faith, work to 
become the best person God has called you to be. Love is everything. 
Love changes everything. God is love (I John 4:8) and He needs us to be 
love for Him.  

Today, I will…strive to treat all I meet with the love of God and without 
partiality.
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