
Wednesday
A Personal Sacrifice
   Today’s Scripture  Hebrews 9

Today we continue in our study of Hebrews. The Israelites were not 
strangers to the continual practice of observances and writs to receive 
atonement. The epicenter for these writs was the temple. It was within 
the temple, in the Holy of Holies, that the priest would enter once a year 
with the blood of a sacrifice offered for his sin and the sin of the people 
(see Leviticus 16).

“But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, 
then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, 
not of this creation) he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of 
the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an 
eternal redemption.” (Hebrews 9:11-12)

“Jesus is a high priest who entered the inner temple when He died on the cross. 
There He offered His own blood for all God’s people before and after his death.” 
(Hebrews 9:15-17)

Jesus is a high priest who entered the temple once for all time.

Matthew tells us that when He died the temple curtain was torn apart 
from top to bottom (Matthew 27:51). Thus the annual writ was fulfilled 
through our great high priest. No more do we offer up bulls and goats for 
our sins to be covered for a temporary atonement. 

Before Christ, the high priest almost resembled an impersonal butcher 
preparing meat for the masses. He would be covered by blood but never 
shed it himself. Jesus’ personal sacrifice for you and for me makes this 
sacrifice hit closer to home (read Hebrews 4:14-16). This could only have 
been accomplished through undying love for you. You are now able to 
love God through Christ in a personal way. “We love because He first 
loved us” (1 John 4:19). He calls you to follow Him personally (Read Luke 
9:23-25)

Today, I will…consider how to love God deeper through personal sacrifice 
by taking up my cross and following His example for others I meet. 
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