
Thursday
Spiritual Swamp Water
   Today’s Scripture  Hebrews 5:11-14

Have you ever seen a pool in someone’s backyard that has turned into 
a swamp? It was a slow process but eventually the crystal-clear water 
turned into a molded green and brown mixture of filth and debris. This 
happens when water stands still, alone and exposed to the elements 
of the world. Did you know the same thing happens to Christians who 
stand still, alone, and exposed to the elements of the world? The Hebrew 
Christians had become dull in hearing, were unable to teach others, and 
still needed to attend the elementary school bible class. Yikes! They had 
an issue that needed to be confronted. They were spiritually stagnant. 
Instead of moving and maturing, their faith had become spiritual swamp 
water. 

Specifically, the Hebrew Christians were tempted to go back to Old 
Covenant Judaism leaving Jesus Christ behind. This regression was a 
temptation because they were not moving forward in faith. When people 
stop growing, it may be a slow process, but they start dying. Is your faith 
alive and growing or have you become spiritually stagnant? Spiritual 
stagnation could be shown by one who holds secret grudges, lives in the 
lowland of lust, constantly criticizes with negativity and backbiting or a 
host of other spiritual swamps. 

A few considerations: Would you say that the past year of your life could be 
defined by faith formation and growth? Hebrews 5:12 calls our attention 
to the “oracles of God.” Spiritual growth and maturity is based on growing 
in knowledge and understanding of the “word of righteousness” (5:13). 
This knowledge and understanding lays the foundation for Christian living 
(Matthew 6:33). Would you say that you are a mature Christian who is 
able to help and teach others or are you still in need of the elementary 
principles of God? Do not be spiritual swamp water! 

Today, I will…ask a mature Christian friend to give me an important 
biblical topic to study and commit myself to it. 
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