
Monday
An Island Needing Elders
   Today’s Scripture  Titus 1

Today we open our Bibles to the book of Titus. Paul is writing to Titus, 
his “true child in the faith” (1:4). What a special connection they must 
have had, similar to how we should feel with our own brethren. Written 
after I Timothy, Titus was left on the island of Crete (150 miles long) for 
the purpose of building up the church. It’s clear there’s a strong urgency 
in Paul’s heart as he wrote to Titus pleading with him to, “put what 
remained in order” and also “appoint elders in every town” (Titus 1:5). 
One of their own said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons” 
(Titus 1:12). Yet there is great hope for ungodliness when Christians unite 
together! 

Paul didn’t give up despite the evil surroundings. He knew the greatest 
way to combat wickedness is to equip, appoint, uplift and establish 
shepherds to keep watch over the flock. Grab your highlighter and 
highlight all Titus was up against. What’s the answer to those problems? 
Many were insubordinate, empty talkers, deceivers, teaching things they 
shouldn’t teach. They professed to know God, but denied Him by their 
works (1:16). Paul even called them “detestable and disobedient.” Do we 
face the same struggles today? What is the answer? 

The solution is given in verse 9. It is such a powerful statement regarding 
the responsibility placed upon elders in the church. “He (the elder) must 
hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give 
instruction in sound doctrine and also rebuke those who contradict it.” The 
immediate goal is for the congregation to be “sound in faith” (2:13). 

Today, I will…share in the same urgency as Paul in his love for the 
church. Let us honor and respect our Elders and pray for them and their 
families. Just as Christ said, we all must be a “city on a hill” (Matthew 
5:14).
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