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Friday
Paul’s Last Will and Testament
   Today’s Scripture  2 Timothy 4

What would you do if you knew you were dying in the near future? 2 
Timothy is believed to be Paul’s last epistle that he wrote before his 
death. The fourth chapter of this epistle serves as good proof towards 
that argument as Paul famously states, “…I have finished the race…” 
(4:7). As Paul wraps up his encouragement to Timothy, we see what Paul 
did with what he believed was his last months on this earth. 

First, Paul charges Timothy to continue the process. As we remembered 
in chapter 3, Timothy was taught by his grandmother, mother, and Paul 
about the Lord. Now Timothy must do the same for others. “I charge 
you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience 
and teaching” (4:1-2). Paul had even encouraged Timothy to pass on this 
charge to other “faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2:2). 

Second, Paul charges Timothy to continue for the finish line. “I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to ALL who have loved 
his appearing” (4:7-8, emphasis mine). How wonderful to know that we 
can be this confident.

Third, Paul charges Timothy to continue despite other’s actions. Paul 
explains to Timothy how men such as Demas deserted him and Alexander 
harmed him. Yet as Paul sees his reward approaching, the actions of 
others will not affect him eternally. “The Lord will rescue me from every evil 
deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom” (4:18). 

Today, I will…continue like Paul by striving to have the same assurance 
of my salvation and show the same concern for others.


