
Thursday
Remember Your Roots
   Today’s Scripture  2 Timothy 3

As we continue reading through Paul’s pep talk to Timothy, we are struck 
with a contrast. On one hand, there will be evil men who will be striving 
for the loyalty of Timothy (3:2-5). On the other hand, Paul reminds 
Timothy to remain loyal to the message that several Christians have 
taught him. 

The sinful world we live in also strives for our loyalty. As Paul encouraged 
Timothy, we must “Avoid such people” (3:5). Let us always choose our 
loyalties carefully, even when the world “creeps” into the church (3:6).

One of the ways we can do so is by remembering our roots. Who taught 
you the Word of God? Your parents? Your preacher? Your neighbor? For 
Timothy, his instruction in the Word started from Lois his grandmother 
and Eunice his mother (1:5). His instruction continued from Paul after 
meeting him in Lystra (Acts 16). Paul reminds Timothy, “You however, 
have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my 
patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions and sufferings…” 
(3:10-11). Paul tells Timothy, “continue in what you have learned and 
have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings…” (3:14-
15).

How greatly would we benefit if we remembered our roots when we were 
tempted by the evil world? 

First, by remembering our roots, we can be encouraged by WHAT we 
were taught. These memories should remind us that His Word which 
was spoken to us by others is “complete” and equips us “for every good 
work” (3:17). 

Second, by remembering our roots, we can be encouraged by WHO 
taught us. Why do we get so caught up with impressing the world? Has 
the world shown us the way to heaven? Instead, let’s be encouraged to 
live in the same manner as the individuals who cared enough for us to 
introduce us to His Word.

Today, I will…thank God for the individuals who taught me the gospel, 
and I will strive to plant gospel roots in others.
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