
Wednesday
The Unashamed Worker
   Today’s Scripture  2 Timothy 2

Paul continues his epistle to Timothy by encouraging him to not be 
ashamed. Possibly he was ashamed of himself and felt inadequate to do 
the work of the Lord. Possibly he was ashamed of God because of the 
threat of persecution. Do we ever feel the same? This is not God’s will 
for our lives.

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 
has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth” (2:15). If 
we feel shame, let’s push ourselves to become an unashamed worker for 
God. Notice three occupations Paul uses to illustrate to Timothy how to 
be an unashamed worker.

First, Timothy was to suffer as a soldier. “Share in suffering as a good soldier 
of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to 
please the one who enlisted him” (2:3-4). As an unashamed worker, I need 
to act like the selfless soldier who gives up comforts for others sake. As 
I am working through the scripture, I must obey my Lord as a soldier 
would obey his commander, even if earthly suffering follows.

Second, Timothy was to compete as an athlete. “An athlete is not crowned 
unless he competes according to the rules” (2:5). As I study the scripture I 
must follow what I read, for these are the rules of the race of life. The 
Word shows us how to live individually, how to treat others, and how to 
respect God.

Third, Timothy was to reap rewards as a farmer. “It is the hard-working 
farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops” (2:6). As we work 
through the word and apply it to our lives, even if suffering happens 
for following the rules of God, we will finish unashamed and rewarded 
before God. 

Today, I will…work through a passage of the Word, knowing I can 
understand it (2:7). I will obey its rules regardless of the possibility of 
earthly suffering, knowing that I can stand before the Lord unashamed. 
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