
Thursday
What God Has Joined Together
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 19:1-9

“I, ________, take you, ________, to be my lawfully wedded _______, to 
have and to hold from this day forward, in sickness and in health, for richer or 
for poorer, for better or for worse, as long as we both shall live.” 

With these or similar words, men and women through the years have 
pledged their love and faithfulness in marriage. Marriage was instituted 
by God (Genesis 2:18-25) and sanctioned by Christ (Matthew 19:1-9).

In the conversation Jesus had with the Pharisees regarding marriage, 
He refused to enter into their ongoing debate concerning the schools of 
thought regarding divorce. Rather, He went back to the very beginning 
and said, “Have you not read that He who created them from the 
beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’? So, they are no longer two but one flesh. What 
therefore God has joined together, let no man separate” (19:4-6).

A few thoughts for today on marriage: First, a successful marriage 
requires commitment, love, faithfulness, patience, humility, trust, and 
forgiveness. Second, a successful marriage results in joy, happiness, 
peace, contentment, companionship, and growth (individually and as 
a couple). Third, a successful marriage is permanent. When Hollywood 
portrays marriage as old-fashioned and out-of-date, when couples are 
living together without the benefit of a godly commitment to one another, 
and when marriages are viewed by many as disposable, Christian couples 
must work hard to buck those trends. A life-long commitment to one’s 
spouse is not only a nice benefit of marriage, but also a command of God. 
When Jesus said, “What therefore God has joined together, let no man 
separate,” He set forth God’s decree of permanence!

Today, I will...thank God for His infinitely wise plan for marriage, and, if 
married, I will honor God, my spouse, and my marriage.

23


