
Wednesday
Greatness Comes Through Serving
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 18:1-6

The belief that there is no such thing as a bad question has, through the 
years, provided an excellent vehicle for individuals to learn and grow. 
Whether it is the innocent “Why?” of a toddler or the more “in-depth 
query” of a university student, one very good way to learn is to ask 
questions. On several occasions Jesus’ disciples asked questions of Him. 
Perhaps none was of greater significance than, “Who is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?” (Matthew 18:1).

The disciples’ incorrect understanding of the kingdom (thinking it would 
be physical rather than spiritual) no doubt led to shock when Jesus said, 
“Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven” (18:4). Humble oneself “like a child?” What could a child do in 
a great military kingdom like the one Jesus is going to build? They were 
so sadly mistaken about greatness! They had no idea that true spiritual 
greatness comes through serving. Sellars Crain wrote, “The disciples 
were wrangling for positions in the kingdom, feeling confident that they 
would be a leading part of it. Jesus warned them that if they persisted in 
their arrogance and self-centeredness, they would not even enter it at 
all” (Truth for Today Commentary, Matthew 14-28, p.127).

A few thoughts for today on serving: First, serving others is Christ-like 
(Phil. 2:5-9). Jesus served the multitude by teaching them, preaching to 
them, and healing them (Matthew 9:35-36); He served the apostles by 
washing their feet (John 13:1-20); and He served mankind by taking their 
sins to the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). Second, serving others is the direct 
result of humbling oneself before God (James 4:10). Third, serving others 
opens doors for conversations about Jesus. Philemon served Paul while 
he was in prison, and thus Paul was given the opportunity to teach him 
about Jesus and baptize him into Christ (Philemon 1-16). Finally, serving 
others is a wonderful way to “be kind to one another” (Ephesians 4:32).

Today, I will...look for ways to serve others as did Jesus!
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