
Monday
I Will Build My Church
   Today’s Scripture  Matthew 16:16-18

As chapter 16 begins, Matthew is in the process of recording a number of 
different reactions people had to Jesus. In 16:1-4 we read of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees testing Him because of their unbelief. In 16:5-12 we read 
of Jesus’ instructions to His disciples not to be led astray by the Pharisees. 
In 16:13-20 we read about Jesus questioning His disciples regarding their 
conviction of His identity. Following Peter’s response that, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus made the statement, “…
on this rock, I will build My church” (16:18).

A few thoughts for today regarding the church:
1.    The church will stand forever. Jesus said that even “the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). While nations are crumbling 
and individuals are opposing the will of God, Christians may take comfort 
in the assurance that the church will never be destroyed!

2.    The church is the home of the saved. Following the conversion of 
3,000 to Jesus (Acts 2:38-41), Peter stated that “the Lord added to the 
church daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47 NKJV).

3.    The church is the family of God. Paul referred many times to the 
church as “brothers” (Philippians 1:12, Colossians 1:2, 1 Thessalonians 
1:4). As a family, we enjoy fellowship with and receive encouragement 
from Jesus our Head and our brethren in Christ.

4.    The church is the body of Christ. Paul said that “Christ is the head 
of the church, His body” (Ephesians 5:23). Just as individual parts of our 
physical bodies are important, Christians are also important/valued as 
members of the body of Christ.

5.    Every member of the body of Christ has a function (1 Corinthians 
12:12-31).

6.    God’s plan is for the church to grow (Ephesians 4:11-16).

Today, I will...offer a prayer of thanksgiving for the church and resolve 
faithfully to serve as a vital functioning member of God’s family.
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