
Tuesday
Calling Names
   Today’s Scripture  1 Timothy 2

In the fall of my sophomore year of college, in order to become part of 
a club that interested me, I went through a pledging period. As a part of 
my “demonstrated desire”, I had to be prepared to rattle off many facts 
of all 37 “actives,” those already in the club. Though this period lasted 
but two weeks, I can still repeat them all to this day.

Being able to call those names served to “save” me from certain trouble 
for that two week period. In 1 Timothy 2, Paul reminds Timothy and us 
that there are more names to call, for more important reasons, with 
consequences lasting an eternity. Paul begins chapter two by mentioning 
that prayers should take on some thought. The listing of four different 
words (supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings) is not 
merely for repetition, but describing the different emphasis within each. 

Moving from consideration of who should be included in prayer in verses 
1 and 2, Paul shows that an expanded consideration of those needing 
prayer is pleasing to God (verse 3). Finally, it is pleasing because it is in 
keeping with His purpose which “desires all to be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth.”

Notice that verse 4 closes with the singular emphasis of truth, evident 
in the words, the truth. That reminder ushers in the singular source of 
mediation between God and man, Christ Jesus, in verse 6. Our prayers 
should include a purpose of the expansion of the gospel. Is it possible that 
to expand the gospel’s opportunity, we must expand first our prayers to 
include that emphasis? There is a group where God desires all names to 
be. Paul concludes this section of his letter in verses 7 and 8 by telling 
Timothy that this was his appointment as an Apostle, and should be our 
appointment in prayer. 

Today, I will…expand my prayers for those in powerful influence that 
the gospel may have opportunity across the world.
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