
Wednesday
True and Genuine
   Today’s Scripture  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

There was something about the church at Thessalonica that Paul loved. 
This church, in so many ways, “got it right.” Paul thanked God for them.

When he prayed for them, there were three aspects of their Christianity 
that stood out. Today, we should ask ourselves: “do these same attributes 
describe me as well?”

First, Paul was grateful for their “work of faith.” Sometimes these are 
two words that we do not put together (probably because of some 
denominational ideas). Yet they most certainly belong together. A person 
might be able to talk the talk, where he or she sounds like a genuine 
Christian. Yet our faith is real when it is demonstrated. We should be 
busy doing the Lord’s work. When we are, we know our faith is genuine 
(Ephesians 2:10; James 2:14-26).

Second, Paul was grateful for their “labor of love.” We already identified 
that they were workers, but this word “labor” indicates an even more 
intense, difficult kind of work. They were not afraid to take on the tough, 
unpleasant jobs. What is even more impressive is that they did it out 
of love. This is agape love, where it is done out of a genuine, sincere 
concern for someone else.

Third, Paul was grateful for their “steadfastness of hope.” In the Bible, 
“hope” means desire plus expectation. These great Christians were those 
who stayed the course despite great obstacles and opposition (v. 6). We 
can’t be Christians some days and act like the world others. To be what 
God wants us to be, we need to maintain our hope every day. If we are 
not continually faithful, how can we have a legitimate hope?

A few thoughts: The Thessalonian church had a great reputation that 
went throughout the ancient world (v. 7). These brethren were true and 
genuine. No one would accuse them of being hypocrites. How about me? 
How do people see me?

Today, I will…consider how I impact the work of Christ in my life and 
associations. Am I genuine in my faith and consistent in my words?
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