
Tuesday
Silence Is Not Always Golden
   Today’s Scripture  Colossians 4:1-18

We frequently heard as children the saying “sticks and stones may break 
my bones but words can never hurt me.” As time goes on, we learned just 
how untrue that saying was. Even Solomon noted that words “are like 
the thrusts of a sword” (Proverbs 12:18). Words are powerful tools, both 
for good and for evil.

Today we’re considering Colossians 4. Think of this chapter in terms of 
the use of words on the lips of Christians.

First, those words can be found in prayer. In our prayers we express our 
gratitude (v. 2) and pray for God’s workers (v. 3). We even pray for the 
gospel, that as it is preached it finds receptive hearts, and is preached 
clearly (v. 4).

Second, words need to be spoken with wisdom when in the presence of 
the lost (v. 5). We don’t know if we’ll ever have the opportunity to speak 
to them the saving message of Jesus Christ.

Third, words need to be “with grace” (v. 6). People are going to be more 
receptive to words that are said with kindness and sensitivity. No one 
wants to be badgered or berated. There is a correct way to talk to people 
(cf. Proverbs 15:23).

Fourth, we need to use our words to communicate to other brethren 
news of the work of God. Onesimus was going to “inform them” of what 
was happening. It is important that the people of God communicate with 
each other (vv. 7-9).

Fifth, we need to keep other Christian workers in our thoughts, prayers 
and discussions. People “out there” are putting everything at risk for 
the sake of the gospel. Equally, our local ministers are hard at work, 
“laboring earnestly” on our behalf. They use their words to pray for us. 
We should do the same for them (vv. 10-18).

A few thoughts: Let’s all think about our words, and how those words 
impact the work of God. Silence is not always golden. We need to be 
ambassadors for Christ.

Today, I will…give careful thought to my words. Are they true, necessary, 
kind and helpful? 
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