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Friday
Truth Has Already Been Decided
   Today’s Scripture  Colossians 2

There are so many interesting and powerful things in Colossians 2 for us 
to discuss today. However, there are three phrases I want to highlight, 
Verse 4, “I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible 
arguments.” Verse 8, “See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits 
of the world, and not according to Christ.” Finally verse 23, “These have indeed 
an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and 
severity to the body, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the 
flesh.”

Now Paul, like we discussed yesterday, was writing to a new church and 
the purposes of these passages was to keep them from being misled by 
false doctrine that on the surface seems like it makes sense but in the 
end is false. Not surprisingly almost 2000 years later, the church still 
faces the same problem. 

There are a lot of ideas in culture, science, and religion that all sound 
good and wise but they are not! A prominent example of this in our 
society relates to sins of a physical and carnal nature. You can find a 
relationship/marriage/mental health professional that will make a 
“plausible argument,” with the “appearance of wisdom” telling you that 
any and every type of perversion is not only acceptable but good for you. 
However, God has already warned us about the danger of these sins in 
His word and we should know that these experts are not trustworthy 
because their teaching is “not according to Christ.”

Today’s challenge: even though it is counter-cultural (maybe BECAUSE 
it is counter-cultural), remember that truth is not decided by compelling 
argument or popularity or appearances of wisdom—the truth has already 
been decided by God and revealed to us by His word. 

Today, I will...Live in joyful, healthy, stable relationships in submission 
to His word. 


