
Thursday
Be an Epaphras
   Today’s Scripture  Colossians 1

It seems in his ministry, Paul prioritized preaching in large cities, 
probably because he could influence more people that way. However, 
Colossae was not a large city and it’s almost unmentioned in history 
outside of scripture. The book of Colossians makes it clear that Paul had 
never traveled to the city of Colossae and it tells us the church there 
was established by a man named Epaphras. Not much is known about 
Epaphras except that Colossians 1:7 and 4:12-13 tell us that Epaphras 
established the church in Colossae, was native to the area, and seems 
to be a missionary working with Paul and financially supported by the 
church in Colossae by the time Paul wrote Colossians. We don’t know 
how Epaphras was converted but some have theorized that while Paul 
was preaching in Ephesus, Epaphras might have traveled to the large city 
for business or vacation and heard Paul preach there, and returned home 
to share the gospel. 

I tell you this because I think Epaphras should be a role model for all 
Christians. It’s most logical to assume because of Paul’s missionary 
patterns in the book of Acts that he’d have never traveled to Colossae 
and preached the Gospel. Therefore, the reason a church exists there 
is because Epaphras learned the gospel and preached it to his family, 
friends, and neighbors in his hometown. 

I truly believe that for every Christian, there are people in your life that 
will only hear the gospel if you tell it to them. You probably have a friend 
or acquaintance for whom you’re the only Christian they know. This was 
the case for a lot of people in Colossae but Epaphras stepped in and 
made a difference! What will you do? I encourage you to write down a list 
of five names that represent lost souls that you have the best chance (or 
only chance) to reach. Pray for those five people, and start to formulate 
a plan to share the gospel with them. It’s your responsibility as a faithful 
believer: not the preachers, the elders, or missionaries. God gave it to 
you: go be an Epaphras to them! 

Today, I will...Reach out to the people on the list I have made..
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