
Monday
A Prayer for Ministry
   Today’s Scripture  Ephesians 3:14-21

The apostle Paul was thankful he was privileged to be a preacher and 
he considered himself to be a steward of the gospel of God’s grace (3: 
1-2). He spoke of the gospel as God’s “mystery,” something unknown 
to anyone until God revealed it “to His holy apostles and prophets by 
the Spirit” (3: 3). As an apostle, Paul received the gospel he preached by 
revelation and inspiration (see 3: 4-6; I Corinthians 2: 7-14) and, thus, 
became a minister to proclaim the message (3: 7-9). All of this was 
according to the eternal purpose of God, and God’s purpose included the 
work of the church in making the message known (3: 10-13).

God is depending upon the church to get the message of the gospel to 
the world. To accomplish its mission, the church must not only have 
the will to do it, but the blessings of God to accomplish it. Therefore, 
immediately after speaking of the mission, Paul prayed for the Ephesians 
that God would help them to succeed.

Three petitions were made by the apostle, each one introduced by the 
conjunction, “that”, implying “purpose, design, and result” (Bullinger, 
A Critical Lexicon and Concordance to the English and Greek New 
Testament, p. 836). First, there is the request for power to do the job by 
the indwelling Spirit of God and the Christ who dwells in our hearts. We 
know that God (2: 22), the Holy Spirit (3:16), and Christ (3:17) dwell in us 
“by faith” (3: 17). Second, there is the request for motivation to do the 
job by the love of Christ (3: 17-19). Although we cannot fully comprehend 
the great dimensions of heaven’s love for us, the fact, of this love is the 
motivation for doing the Lord’s work (2 Corinthians 5: 14). Third, there 
is the request for the fullness of God (3: 19). The passive voice of this 
request suggests that it is for something done to us as we yield to God. 

Today, I will...ask God to help me be bold in inviting three people to 
attend worship with me this Sunday.
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