
Wednesday
The Necessity of Being Christ-Centered

   Today’s Scripture  Galatians 6:11-18

The book of Galatians was written in the heat of controversy. There 
were some who were trying to coerce Christians to be circumcised and 
to observe various aspects of the Jewish law. Paul saw this as a threat 
to the very nature of the gospel (Galatians 1:6-9) and said “to them 
we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth 
of the gospel might be preserved for you” (Galatians 2:5). This was a 
critical matter that could have threatened the life and health of the early 
church! But even then, Paul kept Jesus preeminent. No matter what the 
circumstance, there is an amazing Christ-centeredness in Paul that is 
well worth our contemplation. Here are three questions from this text to 
think about. 

Am I Christ-Centered When Persecuted and Hurt? (vs. 12 and 17). When 
we go through times of intense, unpleasant controversy and suffering, 
when things get both personal and hurtful, does Jesus shine in us? You 
can tell a lot about a person by what and how they suffer! (John 16:33; 1 
Peter 4:12-19). Paul was willing to suffer for the cross of Christ. He bore 
the “marks” of Jesus. Will we?

Am I Christ-Centered When Boasting or Glorying? (vs. 14). To Paul, there 
simply were no personal grounds for boasting or pride; there only was 
legitimate reason for glorying in Christ and His cross. Sadly, we often 
struggle here. We can boast of personal accomplishments, abilities, 
opportunities and possessions—but fail to exult enough in what God has 
done through Jesus.

Am I Christ-Centered In Encouraging Others? (vs. 18). Paul was quick to 
encourage others in requesting that “the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with your spirit.” Through grace, we all can become more Christ-
centered. Grace ever reminds us of His sufficiency, goodness and mercy!

Today, I will...seek to be Christ-Centered in how I think, speak and act.
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