
Tuesday
The Freedom to Love
   Today’s Scripture  Galatians 5:13-15

Four expressions help us appreciate the over-all message of this chapter. 
They are “freedom,” “slavery,” “the Spirit,” and “the flesh.” There is 
marvelous freedom in Christ, and walking in the way of the Spirit will 
keep us from the works of the flesh, which often enslave. The chapter 
indicates that those belonging to Christ have resources to help battle 
Satan, the world’s enticements and the flesh!

The emphasis in verses 13-15 is on the the place of God’s people (the 
church) in making it easier to live as God desires. Note the stress on 
“brothers” (verse 13) and the expression “one another,” found three 
times in this brief section (13, 15). The family of God should make it 
easier to walk as children of God. The encouragement of Christ’s church 
helps us “stand firm” (5:1) and to pursue life in God (5:25).

Consider four observations from this text. First, there is a calling. Christians 
have been called to freedom in Christ (vs. 13). This freedom is a release 
from the bondage of sin due to what Christ did at the Cross on our behalf 
(John 8:31-36; Romans 6:16-18). Second, there is a practice. The practice 
is stated negatively, then positively. “Only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (vs. 13). 
Next, there is an explanation or expansion of the thought. “For the whole 
law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (vs. 
14). God truly is honored when His people properly love and serve others! 
Christian love is not to be self-indulgent, but love with Christ’s love in 
serving others. Finally, there is a warning. Do not “bite and devour one 
another” (vs. 15).

Today, I will...remember that my calling as a Christian must result in the 
practice of loving, selfless service. Such service may well cause others to 
know the freedom Jesus gives!
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