
Monday
Don’t Turn Back
   Today’s Scripture  Galatians 4:8-11

Nothing in the world is more important than a deep, rich knowledge of 
God. To know Him and to be known by Him is the very essence of eternal 
life (John 17:3; 2 Timothy 2:19). In this passage, Paul reminds these 
Christians of their former condition. They “did not know God” and were 
“enslaved” (vs. 8). What a powerful way of speaking of one’s background 
before coming to Christ!

Then God’s word speaks concerning their present condition. “But now 
that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God”’(vs. 
9). These people had come out of slavery into the family of God! (4:1-
7). They had heard and embraced the saving message of Jesus and His 
gospel (Galatians 1:4; 4:4). They had come to realize something of the 
richness of being in Christ (Galatians 3:26-29).

Also, this passage speaks of their possible future condition. Notice the 
use of a rhetorical question: “how can you turn back to the weak and 
worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be 
once more?” (vs. 9). The world at times can seem so appealing, but Paul 
indicates that all it really offers is “weak,” a term meaning inefficient, 
helpless and without strength. He further speaks of this possibility of 
turning back as being “worthless.” Such a return would result in spiritual 
poverty and deprivation! By returning they would again be “slaves.” Paul 
was so concerned about this possibility that he was afraid that he might 
have labored over these Christians in vain (vs. 11).

Today, I will…think about my own past before coming to Jesus and focus 
on the true blessedness of knowing God. I will think about what possible 
“fatal attractions” are out there that might cause me (and others) to lose 
sight of the true knowledge of God. 
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