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Friday
Father Abraham Had Many Sons
   Today’s Scripture  Galatians 3:1-29

From Vacation Bible Schools of my childhood the words of the song that 
titles today’s thoughts echo in my head. Although the hand motions 
and body movements that accompany this VBS favorite make you feel 
like you are doing the Hokey Pokey, the words of this song are deeply 
imbedded in Scripture. The lyrics include the following: “Father Abraham 
had many sons and many sons had Father Abraham. I am one of them 
and so are you. So let’s just praise the Lord.”

“Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham… And if you 
are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.” 
(Galatians 3:7, 29)

It might seem difficult for us to answer that question because the story of 
Abraham goes all the back to a promise made Genesis 12. The antiquity 
of the occasion alone can make that promise seem distant and unrelated 
to our walk with God today. Added to that promise was the law that 
contained no less than 600 commands to keep (including yearly feast 
days, animal sacrifices, and mandatory, week rest period).

Yet, the point of Galatians chapter 3 is that it is not law that saves or 
even promises that make men acceptable in God’s sight. Living by faith 
in Jesus is the key. Abraham had faith before Jesus came and we have 
faith after His time here on earth. Either way, we are all saved by faith 
in Him. 

Where do you put our faith? Is it in a system of rules that allows you to 
complete obedient act after another, thus building your case for your 
own faithfulness? Is it in a religious system God has not authorized, but 
that others have championed? Or is it the person, power, and promises 
of Jesus Christ?

Today, I will…do my best to be obedient to my Lord and Master, Jesus 
Christ. While doing so, I will remind myself that living by faith is the only 
way to be an heir of that great promise.


