
Thursday
The Gospel Is For All
   Today’s Scripture  Galatians 2:1-21

Despite its intended design some have used religion and the church for 
their own selfish purposes through the years. To some it is another way 
of controlling others. For some the church is a business wherein they 
seek to turn a profit. Still others consider the church as a place to jockey 
for position. In the church and through the church, they attempt to move 
up the proverbial ladder. 

As a result of these perversions, some have developed a self-inflated 
view of their roles in the church. Rather than being humble servants 
whose actions are for the good of all who have been saved by faith to 
the glory of God, they consider themselves on par with God deciding who 
is worthy of fellowship and who is not. Today’s devotional text actually 
reveals that such attitudes were present in the early church.

This chapter gives us a glimpse into 1st century church tension. Specifically, 
certain Jews from certain congregations were unwilling to accept and 
include Gentiles into the church based solely on their conversion to 
Christ. Like the Pharisees of the Gospels, Even Peter was carried away 
by the influences and “stood condemned” for it (Galatians 2:10). These 
hypocritical overtones threatened to compromise influence of the church 
in a pagan world and even worked to “nullify the grace of God” (2:21). 

From this text we learn that when we draw our own lines of fellowship 
that we can threaten the unity of the church (Galatians 2:14); deny the 
doctrine of justification by faith (15-16); and supplant the importance of 
the conversion to Christ (17-20).

We should embrace the diversity of persons that make up the Lord’s 
body. Rather than drawing lines based on our preferences and alienating 
brethren based on our non-doctrinal difference, we should be thankful 
for the fact that the Gospel is for all. 

Today, I will…thank God that He has saved all men in one body and that 
He has trusted us to love each other in it.
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