
Tuesday
Aiming for Restoration
   Today’s Scripture  2 Corinthians 13:1-14

Like the last piece of a jigsaw puzzle or the last drive of the Super Bowl, 
the last words a New Testament letter can bring everything into focus 
and cement the message intended throughout. This is especially true in 
today’s reading.

Paul addressed some tough issues, moved out of his comfort zone by 
boasting of his credentials, and even exposed the greatest burdens of 
his heart in this intensely personal epistle. What was the point of it all? 
Perhaps that question is best answered and brought clearly into focus in 
this last chapter.

So what was Paul’s point? Here it is, in his own words: “Finally, brothers, 
rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one 
another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you” 
(2 Corinthians 13:11). Earlier he wrote, “Your restoration is what we pray 
for” (13:9). Paul had visited Corinth at least twice and written them as 
many as four letters at the time of this writing. He did all of it – every 
step and every word – in the pursuit of reconciliation and unity. It was 
not about personal vindication or the popularity of his ministry. It was 
about repairing relationships that meant so much to him. It was about 
the restoration of fellowship, trust, and love that are the staples of the 
Christian religion (John 13:35). 

At the heart of this discussion is the oft-quoted command to “examine 
yourselves” (13:5). The connection between self-examination and 
the pursuit of reconciliation should be clear. Broken relationships are 
generally not one sided nor are they repaired without introspection. Even 
Jesus taught such in the familiar text of Matthew 7:1-5. 

How are your relationships? In the ones that are strained or broken, have 
you reflected on your role in the problem and in the potential solutions? 
Are you aiming for restoration?

Today, I will…begin praying for one relationship in my life that needs 
mending with the determination that it will be restored in the near future.
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