
Monday
The Power of Sufficient Grace
   Today’s Scripture  2 Corinthians 12:1-21

Self-promotion should be difficult for God’s humble servants. Even filling 
out a resume or taking an aggressive stance in a job interview might feel 
too self-serving for most.

Paul seems to struggle with this internal battle throughout the book 
of 2 Corinthians. His reputation had been tarnished by unsubstantiated 
rumors and his only recourse was to give his apostolic resumé. That 
resumé comes to a close in the opening verses of today’s reading. Paul 
acknowledged that these discussions made him look foolish (12:6,11), 
but they were necessary for the sake of the Corinthian church.

Today’s reading takes an important turn when Paul reveals that God 
allowed an agonizing struggle to be introduced into and remain in his 
life. The reason? In Paul’s words it was to, “to keep me from becoming 
conceited” (12:7). Paul had an impressive resume and that resume might 
have become a source of personal pride. Paul desperately and repeatedly 
sought for the removal of this physical hindrance, but God simply and 
powerfully responded, “My grace is sufficient for you, my power is made 
perfect in your weakness” (12:9). Due to the power of God’s sufficient 
grace, Paul was confident that he would be able to fulfill his ministry 
among the Corinthians (12:14-23).

We, as God’s servants today, would do well to appreciate this same 
principle. It might be tempting to pray and long for the removal of every 
physical trial and difficult situation of our lives. Yet, God might be using 
those very things to show His power in our weakness while still providing 
His grace for our endurance. 

While man’s words might tend to over inflate our egos or discouragingly 
suppress our abilities, God’s sufficient grace is powerful enough to keep 
us humble and supply our confidence, all at the same time. Thanks be to 
God for His sufficient grace.

Today, I will…consider my physical challenges as an open door for God’s 
grace to supply my every need.
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