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Friday
Divine Jealousy
   Today’s Scripture  2 Corinthians 11:1-8

2 Corinthians 11 uses an interesting metaphor to describe Paul’s work 
in Corinth. Paul played the part of matchmaker. The bride-to-be was 
the Corinthian church and the groom, Jesus Christ. Paul spent eighteen 
months preaching the gospel in Achaia (Acts 18:11). During this time, 
the church was planted and grew. Problems accompanied the work in 
Corinth, and Satan tried to destroy the church. Now, three letters later 
Paul passionately pleads with the Corinthians to rid their lives of Satan’s 
influence. Paul felt “divine jealousy” for them, and he wanted to present 
them as a pure bride before their Husband (11:2-3). 

However, Paul had serious concerns. As Eve was deceived, he was afraid 
the Corinthians were too. He feared they were led away from their “pure 
devotion” for Christ (11:3). They must not be deceived by Satan’s false 
preachers (11:13-15). These must be exposed for what they were—Satan’s 
pawns used to destroy the church. This is why Paul responded so strongly 
to the problems in the Corinthian church. Paul was motivated by divine 
jealousy. 

Let’s take a moment to focus on the phrase divine jealousy. “Jealousy” is 
translated from the word zelos. It refers to an intense positive interest 
in something or someone (William Danker ed., A Greek-English Lexicon 
of the New Testament and other Early Christian Literature; University 
of Chicago Press). Here it refers to God’s demand for the church to be 
exclusively His. The church belongs to Christ, and Paul passionately pled 
with them to remain faithful. 

I love Paul’s example in this chapter. Are we motivated by divine jealousy 
for the Lord’s church? When we see worldliness creeping in, do we 
respond with complacency or conviction? When we hear false doctrine, 
are we zealous to defend the truth? We need more Christians who are 
motivated by divine jealousy. 

Today, I will…seek to grow in my love and zeal for the Lord and his 
church. I will do my part to expose the attempts of Satan to hurt the 
bride of Christ.


