
Thursday
Commendation That Matters
   Today’s Scripture  2 Corinthians 10:1-18

“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” This was a familiar biblical 
principle to the Corinthian church. In his first letter to them, Paul 
referenced this exhortation, which is rooted in Jeremiah 9:23-24, in 
1 Corinthians 1:31. He returned to it in 2 Corinthians 10:17. Paul spent 
much of this letter defending his ministry. He was not a peddler of God’s 
word who deceitfully handled the truth (2:16-17). He preached it with 
sincerity (2 Corinthians 4:2). Consequently, his ministry was commended 
by Christ. For Paul, only Christ’s commendation mattered (10:18). Note 
Paul’s description of a servant who is commended by Christ. 

First, a servant of Christ is characterized by humility and gentleness 
(10:1). Paul comforted, commanded, and even condemned some of the 
Corinthians in this letter. Yet, in all of his instruction, he approached 
them with meekness and gentleness. Jesus described himself as one 
who was “gentle and lowly” (Matthew 11:29). Paul followed the example 
of his Lord. A faithful servant is characterized by these qualities. This 
disposition seeks the best for others in all circumstances (cf. Philippians 
2:1-4). 

Second, a servant of Christ engages in spiritual warfare (10:3-6). Paul’s 
used the image of spiritual warfare often in his letters (cf. Romans 
13:12; Ephesians 6:11-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:8). Here he reminded the 
Corinthians of their spiritual struggle. The goal of spiritual warfare is 
to take every thought captive under the lordship of Christ (10:5). We 
are called to arms against our adversary. He uses every resource at his 
disposal to draw us away from God. We must stand our ground and pray 
that our influence is increased. This is not for self-promotion but to 
spread the knowledge of Christ to a lost world (10:15-16).  

There is only one commendation that matters for a Christian. We strive 
to abound in the Lord’s work so we may hear, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” 

Today, I will…serve Christ with greater gentleness and humility. I will 
endeavor to take every thought captive to obey Christ so His influence 
may spread throughout the world.
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