
Tuesday
Prove Your Love
   Today’s Scripture  2 Corinthians 8:1-9

In 2 Corinthians 8, Paul exhorted the Corinthians to help with the 
collection for the poverty-stricken Christians in Jerusalem. He did not 
command them to be generous since generosity cannot be coerced (8:8). 
So, he gave them two examples to follow. First, he noted the generosity of 
the Macedonians. Even though in affliction Paul stated they “overflowed 
in the wealth of their generosity” (8:1-2). McCord states they “begged” 
Paul to “earnestly allow them the privilege of sharing in the needs of the 
saints” (vs. 4, McCord). What a generous heart and proof of agape love 
for the Corinthians to follow! 

Second, Paul referred to the example of Christ. God’s marvelous grace 
enabled the Corinthians to become rich through Christ’s poverty (8:9). 
Note the paradox Paul presents here. How can a person become rich 
through another’s poverty? Only through Christ’s vicarious, atoning death 
is this possible. Christ laid aside His divine privilege to become a man and 
die on a cross (cf. Philippians 2:6-8). It was rightly stated that Christ 
is “the supreme and inescapable incentive of all Christian generosity” 
(Philip E. Hughes, “2 Corinthians,” in NASB Study Bible: Zondervan). The 
Corinthians had two examples of generosity set before them. Would they 
follow them and prove their love? 

2 Corinthians 8 provides the same spiritual challenge for us today. Will 
we prove our love through generosity? We must not love in “word or 
talk but in deed and truth.” God’s love does not abide in a person who 
has the ability to help someone in need but chooses to close his heart 
to him (1 John 3:17-18). Constant reflection on Christ’s example of love 
motivates us to give of ourselves to God and others (2 Corinthians 8:5). 
This chapter challenges us to have the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5), 
and this mindset develops a compassionate heart.

Today, I will…have the mind of Christ and strive to develop a 
compassionate and generous heart. I will seek to help one person who is 
in need. 
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