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Friday
The Grace
   Today’s Scripture  2 Corinthians 6:1-2

“Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of 
God in vain. For he says, ‘In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of 
salvation I have helped you.’ Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:1-2)

After describing himself as God’s representative, Paul now urges the 
Corinthians to appropriately receive the grace of God. God’s grace is 
perhaps the most delightful, stirring, and glorious aspect of God.

Inherent within God’s grace is that we never deserve or earn such. 
However, we must receive His grace. A key point in our text is that it is 
possible to receive His grace in vain or without His grace reaching its true 
purpose and power for us, and within our daily lives. 

The quote in the second verse is from Isaiah 49:8, a verse showing our 
God running to our cry for help. Given the context of the passage, Paul 
is further emphasizing that the day of the Messiah’s deliverance for His 
people is here (compare 5:17-21). Today is the day!   

One continuous theme of this letter is that appearances are often 
deceptive. In the middle of this section, we discover further defense of 
the ministry and a fascinating list of paradoxes within the lives of these 
workers (vs. 3-12a).    

Perhaps due to a false impression, the Corinthians had distanced 
themselves from Paul, and therefore, from God. They are warned not 
to join up with those standing against Paul, unbelievers and idolaters 
(vs. 12b-18). By referencing several ancient texts, he says to them and 
to us: You can become friends with God again. Do not destroy that 
communion by communing with Satan’s followers. Be holy and separate 
as His reverent child (compare 7:1). Remember: Through His grace, God 
promises to live with us (Leviticus 26:12-13). Truly, the Messianic exodus 
is upon us (Isaiah 52-53). Receive this grace in its fullness!     

Today, I will...let His grace work in me by seeking to live as His holy 
child. 


